Alkylative ring opening of N-methylaziridinium ions and a formal synthesis of tyroscherin.
Alkylative ring-opening reactions of stable 2-substituted N-methylaziridinium ions proceeded with various alkyl- or arylmagnesium bromides in the presence of CuI to yield synthetically valuable and optically pure alkylated acyclic amines in a completely regio- and stereoselective manner. This was applied to a formal synthesis of the cytotoxic natural product tyroscherin.